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GRAND MADAM PRESIDENT - MARY GUTIERREZ - VISIT TO IOWA 

Grand Madam President - Mary Gutierrez will be visiting the 

State of Iowa - Sat-Sun, March 15-16, 2025.                    

Current Visitation plans:                                                                                                                             

~ Saturday, March 15, 2025 - Tama-Toledo                           

*** STATE CHARITY EVENT ***                 

*** 11:00 am - Lunch - Walking Tacos                                   

*** 1:00 pm - Introduction of Officers                                                     

*** 1:30 pm - Live Auction, Raffles, 50/50's                          

*** 5 pm - Steak Supper  *** 7:30 pm - Live Music / Cake Walk 

~ Sunday, March 16, 2025 - Des Moines -                          

*** Lunch @ Noon                                                                

*** 1:00 pm - ALL STATE INITIATION                               

Keep an eye out for emails with further updates as we        

receive them, and final plans in the March bulletin. 

                             

    

GRAND WORTHY PRESIDENT - PETER ACKERS - VISIT TO IOWA 

Grand Worthy President - Peter Ackers                    
will be visiting the State of Iowa on the                      
following dates: 

 
March 7th, Missouri Valley, State Charity  
March 8th, Council Bluffs, State Charity 
March 12th, Red Oak, evening visit 
March 13th, Des Moines, evening visit 
March 14th, Burlington, evening visit  
March 15th Shenandoah, evening visit 
 
If you are in these areas, around these     

date's, please stop in and say Hi to Peter.  



Since my last report I made another trip around the sun and started my 53rd year as a member of this Great Organization. 
 
Time to get back on the IOWA FOE Express. Been idling for about 3 months, now back on the road for Iowa Service Dogs: 

February: 15 - Ottumwa; 21 - Cedar Rapids; 22 - Iowa City. 
March: 1 - Lamars; 7 - Mo Valley; 8 - Council Bluffs; 15 - Tama; 21 - Grinnell; 22 - Oskaloosa; 28 Maquoketa. 
April: 5 - Waterloo; April 11 - 12 Omaha for MINK. Please feel free to attend some or all! 
  

April 5th Maquoketa will be hosting the 2025 State Dart Tournament. More information in this newsletter. 
 

Eastern Zone will be held on March 29th - 30th in Maquoketa. Our Grand Aerie Rep will be Joeseph "Bundy" 
Smith, Grand Trustee. On Saturday I will be holding a workshop on how to apply for Grants. We would like to 
see someone from each Aerie in the East Zone attending. West Zone delegates are also welcome ( They usually 
have more delegates than the East Zone ). 
 

Grand Aerie Worthy President Pater Ackers from Folsom, California will be visiting Iowa on March 12th at Red 
Oak, 13th Des Moines and I will be meeting up with him in Burlington on the 14th. If you get a chance to stop 
and meet him you will not be disappointed. 
 

Cash Bash will be held in Des Moines this year on May 3rd. Tickets are available from State Officers or check 
with your Aerie Secretary. Price is $30.00 per ticket for 5 - $1,000.00 drawings and need not to be present to 
win. If you attend your ticket will also be good for food, entertainment & all your Beer & Well Drinks from 4pm  
 

State Vice President’s raffle tickets are available for $5.00 each or 5 for $20.00. 1st prize $1,000; 2nd $300;  
3rd $200 and will be held at the 2025 State Convention and need not be present to win.  
 

Hope to see many of my Brothers and Sisters as we roll through Iowa on the FOE Express. 
 

Remember Iowa runs from River to River and Border to Border, so sign up a member to our Fraternal Order. 
 
 

Till next month I remain blessed to be your State Worthy President - Gene Kracht       
           

ENGINEER'S Monthly Report  

 

State Madam President 's  Notes  
Brother and Sister Eagles, I hope you are doing well. As we look to spring (which will officially be in a few 

weeks), I am looking forward to seeing more of you along the Eagle trail.   

I would encourage you to expand your own borders a bit. If you have never attended anything outside your 

own club, please venture out. You will see that Eagles in other Aeries in the  state, or in the Midwest, even   

in the entirety of Eagledom, are terrific people. Just like you, they are dedicated to making a difference in 

the world. They enjoy a good laugh, maybe an occasional beverage, and raising money to help others. I can  

promise you it will be worth your time. 

We will have MINK and Eastern Zone coming up. There are some charity events yet to come. There is, in a 

couple of weeks, visit from both Grand Presidents.   

I know as we look to the last half of the fraternal year that each of you will continue to do all the wonderful 

things you do to contribute. I appreciate all the you do towards that effort.   

As always I remain ~ The Rainbow Frog 



- 2025 - 
Calendar of Events 

June 12 - 14 ~ Iowa State Convention 
JUNE - 2025 

Des Moines, Iowa 

July 5 - 10 ~ FOE Intl Convention 
JULY - 2025 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 

April 5 ~ Waterloo State Charity 

APRIL - 2025 

April 11 - 13 ~ MINK Conference - Omaha 

MARCH - 2025 
March 7 ~ Missouri Valley State Charity 

March 8 - Council Bluffs State Char-

March 22 - Oskaloosa State Charity 

March 28 - Maquokata State Charity 

March 29-30 - Eastern Zone Conference 

March 21 - Grinnell State Charity 

 

March 15 - Tama-Toledo State Charity 

May 3 ~ CA$H BA$H - Des Moines 

MAY - 2025 

Thoughts From an Old-Timer 

Hopefully by the time that you read this, the snow and cold weather will be a thing of the past. It is time for 

every Aerie and Auxiliary to look around your home and look for people who need to be recognized. We have  

so many awards that are given at State Convention. Nominate someone from your Aerie or Auxiliary for each 

one. We are an organization of volunteers, and we need to make sure that we are recognizing them.   

Next thing I would like to address is it will soon be time for nomination and election of officers for the next 

year. Make sure that obligations and duties for officers are shared with those who are thinking about taking   

an office. Those who are taking an office, remember the oath that you take about fulfilling your duties by    

attending every meeting that you are able and if you can't do the office justice then either don't take it or   

resign when you know you can't do the job. It takes a full slate of officers doing THEIR jobs to make an Aerie & 

Auxiliary work. Always look and accept new ideas, you never know if they will work until you give them a try.   

Until we meet again on the Eagle Trail…  ~ Fraternally, ~ Future WSP ~ Dennis Verploegh ~ 



 

 
 

RESERVATION INFO for STATE CONVENTION 2025                                   
Please use the following to make reservations for State Convention 2025.                              

-- Convention dates are Thursday, June 12th - Saturday June 14th -- 

Group Name:  Eagles State Convention 2025                  Reservation Deadline Is:  MAY 21st, 2025                      

Group Code:  FOO  (<<< those are 2 ohs - not zeros)   

Rates:  Double-Queen or Double-King Standard - $126.00 plus 12% tax per night 

            Junior King or Extended Suites - $146.00 plus 12% tax per night 

            Family King Suites - $166.00 plus 12% tax per night 

            Family Double Queen Suites - $186.00 plus12% tax per night 

Rates Include:  Two (2) coupons each morning for Full Hot Breakfast at Bennigan’s Restaurant                        

 from 6:30 am until 10:30 am.   

To Reserve Rooms:  You will get the Easiest & Best Results if You Reserve This Way                                            

 Call:   Michael Foreman at:  515-727-0401 = Monday - Thursday  9:00 am - 5:00 pm                              

 *** Use this method if you reserve the same specific room every year. 

Click to:  Eagles State Convention 2025 - and use the 3-letter code = FOO                                                         

 *** Use this method if you get a randomly assigned room  

*** The Holiday Inn website has changed a little and it's not very user friendly. I will make some semi-simple 

instructions to email to everyone. Call / text / email me if you have trouble navigating their website. It's 

not really hard, you just have to dig around a little bit.  ~ Janel ~ soulburnz@gmail.com or 319-721-1129 

 

AUXILIARY CONVENTION INFORMATION                         
ATTENTION ALL AUXILIARY SECRETARIES: 

It is that time of the year again! State Convention is right around the corner. I want to pass along    

a couple of items of interest to all of you: 

1. Packets will be emailed out the first part of March so please watch your EMAIL! 

2. If you had a delegate/member in attendance at State Convention last year you will receive 

your Credential forms by snail mail so watch for them.   

3. If you have someone attending State Convention this year but you do not receive the Cre-

dential form(s) please let me know.  You can reach me at 319-350-3966. DO NOT WAIT UN-

TIL MAY 15TH TO LET ME KNOW YOU NEED A CREDENTIAL FORM! 

4. Please watch your EMAIL and State Bulletin for updates to Information on State Convention. 

If you need the information for the Verna Funke Scholarship Application, Woman of the Year 

Award, Alta B. Smith Woman of the Year, Ritual Hall of Fame, or Hall of Fame Guidelines please 

let me know and I will get them to you. These are also in the State Guidelines book all local Secre-

taries, State Officers and Past State Presidents received a few years ago when they were updated. 

https://www.holidayinn.com/redirect?path=rates&brandCode=HI&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=DSMDU&checkInDate=11&checkInMonthYear=052024&checkOutDate=16&checkOutMonthYear=052024&numberOfAdults=1&numberOfRooms=1&_PMID=99801505&GPC=FOE&cn=no&viewfullsite=t


To Contact the  
Aux State Secretary  

Cindy Balsanek, PSP                                                       

PO BOX 11127                                                      

Cedar Rapids, IA 52410-1127                                    

Email:  cmb1804@mchsi.com                                  

(319) 350-3966   

 
 

~ Thank You ~                                                                                                                                 

I would like to Thank my Eagle Fam-
ily 

for all of the cards that I received   
for the loss of my daughter.         

They were greatly appreciated. 

To all Auxiliary Eastern Zone Officers:  

As you all know Eastern Zone is right around the corner and I hope you have been searching for that special 

raffle gift valued at $10.00 for the Trustee’s Raffle. Please do not wrap your gift so it can be placed on a 

table with the others, and members can easily choose which bag/raffle gift they wish to take a chance on.  

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 319-350-3966. Thank you all for your help.      

                                                                      ~ Cindy Balsanek ~ IA State Auxiliary Secretary 

To All Auxiliary Secretaries: 

 

If your Auxiliary is incorporated in the State of Iowa, you will be or will have already seen an email from 

Paul Pate, Secretary of State - concerning your Biennial report which is due March 31, 2025.  In order to 

keep your Incorporation for your Auxiliary in force you are required to complete this report every year.  If 

you have any questions or need any help, feel free to reach out to me cbalcbalsanek@gmail.com   or                                                                                                                               

cmb1804@mchsi.com. Or call: (319)350-3966. 

Thanks for all you do!   ~ Cindy Balsanek ~ IA State Auxiliary Secretary 

To Auxiliary Members on Julie's Committee List for This Year:  

Please send me any updates to your EMAIL / PHONE or ADDRESS, so we can make sure to get any communi-

cations regarding State Charity to the correct place. My contact info is listed several times on this page. 

Thank you!  ~ Cindy Balsanek ~ IA State Auxiliary Secretary 

mailto:cbalsanek@gmail.com
mailto:cmb1804@mchsi.com


Hello Iowa, I think spring is just about here. This snow and cold weather isn't making it 

very easy to get into the riding mode. With that being said, we have had many groups do-

ing events this winter to keep busy and preparing for the riding season. Motorcycle swap 

meets are popping up around Iowa and I'm personally working one in Cedar Rapids on 

March 2nd. When there are events like this, it's a good time to get out and promote the 

Eagle Riders. 2025 State Raffle Tickets have been sent out to each of the groups so keep 

an eye out for them being sold soon. Remember this State Convention we will be deciding 

on next year's State Rally. If you're wanting the Rally next year, start preparing now.  

~ Iowa Eagle Riders Coordinator ~ Dennis (Chief) Walkup 

 

 

    
    

Randy Woods, PWP                                                                                   

2937 Avenue J                                     

Council Bluffs, IA 51501                                            

Email:  rwoods17@cox.net                        

712-328-8612   

 

CONNECTION                                     
 
 

Article Submissions    
 

Deadline for articles to be                 

in the Connection is the 15th of  

the month prior to publication   

Send to: Janel Miller at    

iowa.foe.bulletin@gmail.com                  

or soulburnz@gmail.com                                 

Cell:  319-721-1129   

IA FOE WEBSITE & 
FACEBOOK PAGE                                

 
 

Submissions    
 

To submit items for the Website or   

FB PAGE: Contact: Patty Kavelage    

email:  pattyk18@gmail.com         

or text:  712-251-9588   

PATTY K's - NEW EMAIL  
FMP - Patty Kavelage has a NEW EMAIL ADDRESS:                                                       

pattyk18@gmail.com 



ATTENTION: AERIE STATE OFFICER CANDIDATES 

If you are interested in becoming an Aerie State Officer, there is an IOWA STATE   

OFFICER APPLICATION included with the EMAILED bulletins. Guidelines to become    

an officer and instructions on how to fill out the application are included.  

               ~ Nominating Committee Chairman ~ PSP ~ Rusty Clark 

The printed version of the bulletin that is mailed... does not include the forms.       

If you need a copy of the forms mailed, please call: Janel Miller at 319-721-1129.  

 

~ IOWA STATE DART TOURNAMENT 2025 ~ 

  
MAQUOKETA AERIE #3866 at 1102 East Platt Street 
SATURDAY - APRIL 5th at 12 Noon - Ph#: 319-652-6626 
  
Registration Fee is $10.00 per person 
Plus all money required for the machines. 
  
Pay back will be 100% fees after expenses. 
1st & 2nd Place Trophies provided by Mauqoketa, along with 
prize monies awarded at the end of the tournament. 
  
~ All participants shall be placed in a lottery to draw for partners. 
  
~ The Tournament shall consist of 501-Cricket-501 tournament rules. 
  
        Points to be awarded to each player of the doubles team: 
  
1st place - 10 points  2nd place - 7 points 
3rd place - 4 points  4th place - 3 points 
5th place - 2 points  6th place - 2 points 
    Remaining Players - 1 point 
                             
In case of a tie, a shoot off between one player from each of the                                
teams, to be chosen by their respective team, will determine winner.  

A MESSAGE FROM OUR WCR PRESIDENT 

It's that time of year again to be thinking on who you would like to nominate for Aerie and Auxiliary    

Officers. Let's get all the offices filled and then work with them to learn and have a good fraternal year. 

At the end of March in Maquoketa there will be Eastern Zone Conference, where we discuss the dealings 

of the State Aerie and Auxiliary. Please attend this meetings, they are very important on how the Eagles 

should be ran. If you are thinking on running for a office in your home Aerie or Auxiliary this is a good 

time to visit from past officers, State, local and grand. If you are thinking of running for a State office 

this would be a informative meeting to attend.                            ~ WCR President/PSP ~ Rusty Clark 



 

  

  EASTERN ZONE - 2025 
  - HOTEL INFORMATION - 

Saturday, March 29th - Sunday, March 30th, 2025                         

~ Maquoketa ~  

  AmericInn by Wyndham                                                                                                                                                       

 1910 Nairn Dr                                                                                                                                                         

 Maquoketa  IA  52060 

  RATES:  ● 2 Beds ~ $155.00 plus tax - per night   

  ● 1 King Bed ~ $160.00 plus tax - per night 

  To Reserve:     Call:   (563) 652-0222   

 Econo Lodge                                                                                                                                                       

 1049 West Platt Street (behind McDonalds)                                                                                                                                                         

 Maquoketa  IA  52060 

  RATES:  ● $89.00 plus tax - per night 

  To Reserve:     Call:   (563) 652-6888  

 

 

DON'T FORGET to BOOK YOUR ROOMS                                  
for MINK 2025 - SOON!  

MINK CONFERENCE 2025:  

   ● SADDLE UP AND PUT YOUR BOOTS ON!                                            

 We are Heading out to the WILD WEST   

    ● Fun & Learning Weekend at the -    

 MINK CONFERENCE 2025 - APRIL 11-13 

    ● KANSAS HOSTING   

    ● FRIDAY AFTERNOON:                                                                                           

 WORKSHOPS / GREAT PROGRAMS / EVEN BETTER FRATERNALISM  

    ● Book Your Room at Embassy Suites - Omaha, NE  

    ● MOTEL BOOKING Link:    http://bit.ly/3VrOvnx     online    

 or Call In -  1-800-362-2779 & request                                    

 Embassy Suites Omaha Downtown                                        

 the Code to receive your rate is CES93J                                                                           

    The deadline to book is 3/11/2025. Discounted rate will     

    not be available after this date or until your block is filled, 

    whichever is first.   

@IowaStateFOE 

                                                                                                               

                                                                                           

Carleen Corum would love to hear 

from any well wisher's. You can 

reach her on her cell phone at 

(641)484-5820. 

 

GRINNELL STATE       
CHARITY  EVENT                       

Has Been RESCHEDULED 
from:   MARCH 14th 

to:   MARCH 21st                                                                                






